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Preface 


One of the challenges of teaching a foreign language is how to best enable students to interact 
effectively outside the classroom with native speakers in situations that are different from those 
experienced in class. One helpful learning tool that can immerse students into the language is 
role playing. Practical Dari is a collection of simulations based on real-life experiences. This 
book is primarily designed to familiarize students of Dari with the basic terms and vocabulary 
needed for every day conversations. Practical Dari was created based on the initial creation of 
Practical Pashto. Although both books are identical in many ways, Practical Dari, which was 
developed after Practical Pashto is different in terms of format and some lessons. Some lessons 
are a translation of the Practical Pashto content. For the purpose of more effective 
communications, all of the conversations have been developed using conversational Dari, rather 


than standard formal Dari. 


Each simulation exercise can take up to one hour. The vocabulary that might be new to students 
should be presented before students are expected to perform the role play. This vocabulary will 
serve as a resource for students to use in the role play. Students will read a sample conversation 
through which they will be familiarized with the necessary phrases and sentences used for that 
particular situation. Each section is then followed by activities which encourage students to 
reflect upon what they have read. Students answer key questions that help them summarize their 
findings and draw conclusions from the reading. This will be followed by specific instructions 
and role-play scenarios that help students simulate a situation similar to the topics of the sample 
conversation. Here, the students will act out a situation with closed books. The simulations start 
with the most basic conversations and develop into more advanced conversations towards the 
end of the book. The book is also accompanied by an audio CD which includes the new 
vocabulary, conversations and follow-up questions. The listening portion is indicated by the 


headphone _ sign. 68 (© istockphoto.com) 


This book is not intended to be an independent textbook for learning Dari. It should be used as 
supplementary material along with other textbooks. In order to most effectively use this book, 


students should already be familiar with the Dari alphabet and should be able to read Dari. 


Furthermore, students should be able to use the present, past and future tenses. Students should 


also already possess some basic key vocabulary. 


We hope this collection will be helpful for those involved in learning and teaching Dari. With the 
scarcity of professionally-developed curricula about the Dari language, it is our hope that this 
edition can at least fill a small part of this gap and serve as an efficient guide for learners and 


teachers. 
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Go around the class and interview five of your classmates. Fill out their 


information in the following form and report to the class once you are done. 
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In Afghanistan it is uncommon not to meet new neighbors once they move in. 
Neighbors often introduce themselves and offer to help when a new neighbor 
moves to the neighborhood. You have just moved to a new house in Khairkhaana 
area of Kabul. Meet your new neighbor/s and get to know them in a conversation 


similar to the one above. 
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Student A: You are a police officer. Ask the two people involved in the accident some 


questions and include their answers in the following form. Report to class your findings 
in Dari. 
Student B: You are the driver of the first car. Describe your version of the accident. 


Student C: You are the driver of the second car. Describe your version of the accident. 
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Sass 
Student A: It is 2:00 am and your neighbors are playing music. Knock on their door and 


ask them to turn it down. 


Student B: Apologize to student A and promise to turn down the music. 
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Pair up with a partner and discuss your restaurant options. Try to convince one 
another to go to a restaurant of your choice. You may ask your instructor for 


some restaurant names in Kabul or talk about the restaurants in your town. 
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Your teacher will talk about common Afghan food. After learning about different 


Afghan dishes, pair up with a partner and play the roles of an Afghan waiter and a 
visiting foreign guest. 
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Student A: You took a trip to a nearby city over the weekend. Answer your friend’s 
questions about your weekend. 


Student B: Ask your partner questions about his weekend. 
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Student A: You are a post office clerk. Pair up with your partner and answer 
questions about mailing a package. 


Student B: You are sending a package to a place outside Afghanistan. Talk to the 


post office clerk and ask questions about mailing the package. 
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Your teacher will bring some samples of Afghan clothing to class. Pair up with a 
partner and take the role of an Afghan shopkeeper and a customer. Discuss the 
clothing. 
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Pair up with a partner and simulate a role play similar to the conversation 
between the seller and the buyer in the above sample conversation. Remember 


that bargaining is very common during shopping in Afghanistan. Try to bargain for 
the items you are buying. 
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You have invited your classmates to your house for lunch. You need to buy 


groceries. Pair up with a partner and simulate a role play between a local Afghan 


shopkeeper and a customer. 
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Pair up with a partner and play the role of a pedestrian who is stopped by another 
pedestrian on the street for directions. Pick up a location from the town where 
you live and practice giving and asking for directions to that location. 
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In pairs of two, follow the sample conversation above and talk about a memorable trip 
that you took before. Ask and answer questions on what you saw, when you went there 
and what you enjoyed the most during your trip. 
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Student A: Your brother is sick but he resists going see a doctor. He thinks the traditional 
medicine he has taken will work and he doesn’t have to go see a doctor. Encourage and 


convince him to go to the doctor. 


Student B: You are not interested to go see a doctor for your flue, which is worsening 
every day. You think the traditional medicine you take is better than modern medicine. 
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Sayles 


Student A: You are a foreign doctor or health specialist who is visiting an Afghan village. 
You are invited to a house to see a sick child. Talk to the head of the household and find 
out what the problem is and give some recommendations. 


Student B: You are the head of this Afghan household. Tell the foreign doctor the child’s 
health complaints. 
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Syn 


Student A: Play the role of a doctor. Ask the patient about his/her condition and prescribe 


some medication. Fill out the doctor’s form below as you interview the patient. Swap 
roles when you are done. 


Student B: Play the role of a patient and explain your major complaints and symptoms. 
Swap roles when you are done. 
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Sayles 


Student A: Your friend is sick and needs some medication. He gives you the prescription 
and you pick up the medicine for him from the local pharmacy. 


Student B: You are sick and cannot go to the pharmacy. Ask one of your friends to pick 
up your medicine from the pharmacy. 
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Sayles 


With a partner play the role of an Afghan cab driver in Kabul and a passenger. Pick 
up a location in the city and bargain over the fare. Most Afghan drivers talk about 
many things, e.g. the situation of the country as they drive you to a destination. 
Simulate a typical chat with an Afghan driver for about 10 minutes. 
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Sayles 


Your teacher will bring some Afghan currency to class and will show you different 
Afghan notes. Pair up with a partner and take the role of a local money changer 


and a person who wishes to change some dollars into Afghani (Afghanistan’s 
monetary unit). 
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Sales 


Pair up with a partner and take the role of a passenger that has missed his/her 
flight and a flight agent. Make new travel arrangements and discuss the possible 


options. 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 42 


¥\ 


Lod 9 cl oyls yd Cornu 


@©istockphoto.com/pagadesign 


a G aly Ly Glad Gy! dal « Gaya g yd 5) oly 


: (hdl be 


PCE) Gos PORE) os 
Dust Ju SLA | Mild Satine « aydle 
To blow (for wind) Ory 44 | Rainfall SAL 
Freezing Olgas | Windy oak 


PS Gl 5— Le I gus 4a 5 Anil gh 1 44 ged Wg SS Gy! Ad gal 6 GS Gg 


Coys lye i) Lad 
Coys LaS 5) Lad plus Glyp og jl Slual dee oh 
Tous aud Ga ld col gh lua IS 5) 4 


igs (jul Cl a pane) las (oul ke BS) ola ails or. Ci) a 
Cob g& etal a pew Gytdne 5 9d Ng cody Cau! Satine Ig& GIGS 52 10 ylo aS 
Cue JL SIA pli be 8, (ees g Cul cca le 9, ii Ol 


Fo jlase ah) Cap lines ) 


Sew ge JAS (sl ga ola cg ls Ca yp al 6 44 


oe asl a 8 Laas HIS gla GLG cual gd lass V gare Ig ler a 
Aiwa Ida 9 o lie dh) Cy 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 


43 


TOR IO Ci g& ol & aud Ca Led "gla 


HAG 5 Abie 4 pilin ya 5 alueld ol pod piline 48 | pa a la Gigd Ailiasli de 
ese 


abs Giga Ws lp Gel 4a tdidgal ld Guy G0 


gts 


Pair up with a partner and ask and answer questions about the weather in your 


native hometown and your favorite season and weather. 
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Student A: Talk to your conversation partner about his/her food preferences and ask 


him/her how to cook one of his/her favorite dishes. 


Student B: Describe your favorite recipe to your conversation partner in Dari. 
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Sse 


Student A: You are a front desk clerk at a hotel. Record the necessary information about 
the guest by filling out the following form. 


Student B: You are a guest who is trying to book a room at a hotel. Answer the clerk’s 
questions. 
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Pair up with a partner and play the role of a father and a son and discuss a family 


conflict. Try to solve the problem and express your feelings and reasons in Dari. 
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Pair up with a partner and practice a similar situation between a teacher and a 
student or an employer and employee. Discuss why he/she is late and try to 


explain him/her the class/office regulations about punctuality. 
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Sool 


Pair up with a partner and pretend to be an Afghan farmer and an American 
farmer. Discuss with each other the differences in agriculture in the US and in 


Afghanistan. Try to incorporate the vocabulary on crops and agricultural activities 
into your conversation. 
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Il. Role Play Scenario 1: Your teacher will play the role of an Afghan villager. Ask him 
questions about the key problems in his village. Try to familiarize yourself with the 


village life by asking questions about what makes cities different from villages in 
Afghanistan. 


Ill. Role Play Scenario 2: Pair up with a partner and take the role of a local Afghan elder 
and an outside visitor. Discuss the key issues in the village. 


© iStockphoto.com/GYI NSEA 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 57 


© iStockphoto.com/Mie Ahmt 


SG oly Ly Gad oy! Lal © Gua g 9 3) Oli 1 Salad be 


cl) bo cel) bo 
Definitely lain | Tenant Cid Aa) 5S 
Living room Capes 84) | Landlord AGS Qala 
Kitchen aad judd | This way hb os jl 
Bedroom lye GUI | Seem, sound Ord a gles 
Bathroom (for alex | Garage cs 
shower) 
Cost, price a8 | Toilet elds 
Number 4x4] Consult CSS 0) gua 
Discount Gils ys 


2 


UbS Cal ge Le SI pe Aa 5 sil pa 1 Aa gd 5 SUK Gy) tAiigad 6 SAS Gg 
Cpa Ui 9S dle alu 
vata 0) AULA 4S aaa) «SSS DLs aSule 
erg ABS Clty yy AS Caul AHA gad col Al 
Tain 0) AiR 5 a5: Jala pili 
4 yh 65.5) eA! Cuil pis oA [yp 4 


Addipel dias 9 Sly Gish Artie a glee digS law Ail o jl 5 0 


ALS jul gh 5 Cul Grand GLI Col aria pga Lad (gs Leia o pJ 
ual 90 J jis 04 ad Ql g& (BG) 99 ual 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 58 


Go la eI LS pigs sy AUK Gs! 


JOBS SL S pus 03 A ipa ab eel 


CAMS 35 ab Gap GUI ola a5 las GL y plea 54 Us! 
Cl SoG gle 559 9 2 ht 


, lay dazed Jan aL _yiga 08 Cg 5) Cua cg! 4a 


AGL OuS pS oy 4a Ul aul Lad aly Cal Aan gla VO eee 
Addie Io Cred gl 4a og_yign sla 


Soiad di aia Lad 
Ls Sila Su 5 pail cde 


Cel ye Lab cg ile) Veen ¢ Cul oS Lad Guld alard Gy 59 
sls GAR VP eee ysltine Lab pipe 


Cal Gla Lad 4a 5 pias 0) pita 29d ila ol pad de Cau) einue 


ds ose be le Cel a yl 6 Cty 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 59 


Se 


In a group, play the role of a family looking for a new apartment or house. One of you 
will play the role of the real estate agent and will show the family the building where 
your class is located as the suggested place to be rented. Other students, who will play 


the role of the family members, should ask the real estate agent questions about the 
apartment. 
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Go outside to the parking lot and borrow a vehicle from one of your friends for this role 
play: 


Student A: You are a salesperson trying to sell a used car. Describe the car to the 
customer. 


Student B: You are buying a used car from Student A. Check the car specifications and 
ask the salesperson questions about the car. 
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Drinking water csituti' gi Gl | Oppositions Cypillie 
Request ud! sd | Almost tis 
Security iis! 


om, 


do al ga La Sl gs Ay 5 ABI yds Ly Ad ged cs AGRE Cyl Al gal og pA Gg 
Fags Sad) GUS (pat 0d Lad cule ISIS 
etSive Sai} Aained Le 10 putes Qh 
GS (Adds) Ad ain Lad ol pad 4S al pda 5 aprel Cables o as 5) 4 
oo 
Cale 9&2 3 58 


Pou Led ali 


aul GIA a4) 40 ali 
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Gcytiws LaS jf Slual Lad 
adied atala GAY cle ali GM gully 31 Suu Ls 


Bi Siete Migeilqots, canal Stl ay Seis of ae i Ls 
02 UuIS jes od Lai! te ad Gulls 5 Sys Cy COIS Slee 
esd Sales Lidl (5) Adlais 


SOB (Si) 58 ap GS Ul 

dusld As Ly 58 aKa SS 

Sofas cle oi 5) duel Ae col abd Ul 

ral Aa she CM gully 3) ld Fe 

Poa 8 SAS YL gl yad Cayo Le Ay yad doa ge alaS lle G UI 


Sz gj) aaa alo dad 5 SuS Le 6 pp ante She ayral 48 Jol cla 


WIS 5 oy «ob 5) She Slo sd age Le 53 AKGa Ay ye Anu ge 
Fee 


Tog gla GKae gs Gu (5) 0a Led 


cag lab SAIS Sua) oh) la Le SK AS SG GL ps co padias 


ab aS VIS 5 Cul Sor ji glia) cali SL Gaus Gl 


AMS 4y Le Wo ly Capel Le ll pul y 4s 4S ay yla Ciial dS Cas Ka 5 
A Gl 


OG Gils glee 3) 9855 «53 ol 
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aghs Gl ga. Le lg sl 4 tedligal gla Gly 0 


Sool 


Student A: Pretend you are working for the Afghan Red Crescent Societies. You 
visit an Afghan family that has been displaced by war or drought in a region of 
Afghanistan. Interview the family and take note of their key problems. 


Student B: Pretend you are the head of the above-mentioned Afghan family. 
Explain what you went through and state the key problems in your refugee camp. 
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Glossary 


Aunt (maternal) 


PUES 
A little 
us 6d ja as 
Absence 
Gpala ns 
Across from 
ylis 
Additional 
(sila 
Agriculture, cultivation 
es) 35 
Aid worker 
Artist 94 gala 
All 
(Als 
Almost , 
bast 
Also 
ad 
Animal (adj) 
usa 
Apple 
Cot 
At this moment 
Bargain 
Bathroom (for shower) 
alan 
Be worth 
Or! 
Beach 
stay 
Bean 
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Lua gl 
Because of 
Jala 4 
Bedroom 
cl gui! 
Best 
Birthday 
> Stl 
Blanket 
SaaS 
Blow (for wind) 
Org wy 
Body 
oe 
Breathe 
art 
Bring ; 
Ors! 
Bumpy 
Jf 9 a8 
Buyer 
Ja 
By the way 
stl 
Calculate 
OAS Glas 
Canal 
Jus 
Carrots 
S43 
Cash 
ai N93 
Certainly 
euie 
Chaos, mess 
gig S 
Charity 
Ap ugh Anu ga 
Chemical 
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Chicken kebab 
Ee LS 
Closed 
ay 
Clothes 
YLs 
Condition 
Cuca 9 cota 
Consult 
OAS 0 gia 
Cost, price 
Cough 
oa S AB aw 
County 
nll gully 
Crash 
ys 
Crowded 
Ja soe 
Cultivation 
” eS 
Currency 
jens! 
Customer 
a wh 
Dark 
St 
Definitely , 
Lada 
Delicious 
Jia dja 
Device 
Adj 
Difference 
a8 
Discount 
Gals | ya 
Dispute 
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Jiais 


Disturb/ interfere 
CAS Graal ja 
Documents 
jis) 
Don’t worry. 
Donkey 
> |S 
Drinking water 
cet gi Gl 
Drive 
OS Golo 
Drought 
ced 
Dry 
S he 
Dust 
ju SLA 
Early 
ae) 
Elder 
apd Cri) 


Embroidered collar 


Employee/ worker 
gels 
Equal to 7 kg 
Je Sy 
Examine 
OLS Aijles 
Excellent 
ss! 
Exchange 
OAS deasi 
Experimental, for testing 
cpilaial 
Facilities 
GL 
Famous 


©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 


Fertilizer 
498 
Fever 
SIGs 
Firm, strong 
aS 
Flight 
BEE, 
Food 
jac ‘ut > 
Food stuff 
Slash alge 
Foreign 
ws 
Freezing 
OlanaY 
Fuel 
dei 
Garage 
cls 
Get in (the car) 
Casi) gus 
Give discount 
CAS Gle|_y 
God forbid... 
Adi) gd (oad 
Government 
Cia gSa 
Government employee 
Jgla 
Grow 
CaS Cuas 
Guest 
Cage 
Guide 
OAS (lawl) 
Happy 
ge 
Hard 
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Head 
ays os 
Health 
ome 
Health clinic 
ya Kis 
Help (feel better), be beneficial 
CaS old 
High 
aul, 
High school 
Asus! 


Hold one’s breathe 
(Cadi) GUS 238 


Hospital 
Aj4ALLS 
Hour, session 
elu 
How 
ogh> 
How much 
Ap / jae 
Hunger 
i * eS 
Hurry 
Alas 
Hurt 
OAS 44 
| enjoyed my time. 
ai 55 piel 
ID 
Cy gh GUIS fo Sai 
Immediately ; 
BE 
Immigrant, refugee 
wale 
Incident 
CURES 
Increase 
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Inform 
Ot! 5S 
Information 
Gils gles 
Intersection 
Al) E> 
Interviewer 
oALiS 4yaluoe 
Is everything ok? 
Syanverty cs Cay ad 
Job 
Aik 9 
Jobless 
Jy 
Kitchen 
AUS judi 
Landlord 
4GlA qualwa 
Last 
gal ALES 
Late 
Gad gli 
Legal 
sigit 
Lie 
£9 
Liquids 
Cilagle 
Living room 
Craps 34) 
Low, short 
he 2 
Make excuses 
OAS Allg 
Meat 
cud 98 
Medicine 
\_ga 
Meet 
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Mild 
Jaina « aidle 
Money changer 
al pe 
Mostly 
FL 
Music 
ereetan 
Name 
ali 
Narrate 
CS Ane’ 
Necessary, urgent 
GISHA 
Neighbor 
AyLuvad 
No problem 
Not at all (in negation) 
Now 
is 
Number 
j)ad 
Occur 
Clb) 5Lat) 
Office 
pcr) 
Oil 
9) 
One order (of meal) 
Sips 
Onion 
Jy 
Only 
pert) 
Oppositions 
Cullis 
Order 
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Ol Cipla 


Originally ; 
Shia! 
Pair 
SF 
Passenger 
jalune 
Permission 
oj) 
Pharmacy 
AGLA| 94 
Pills 
als 
Plow 
OS 4p 
Post Office 


Postal worker 


Pray 
Be) 
Previously 
Gils 
Problem 
Suda 
Promise 
Cala ose 4 
Province 
ae) 
Put 
CaS) 
Quickly, soon 
6495 43 
Quilt 
Gls (alot 
Rainfall 
Sty 
Raisin 
STS 


Red Crescent 
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Cudilye Out 
Register 
OLS Cui 
Regular 
oils 
Relax, rest 
CdS Cra) pus) 
Remain, to be left 
Cytile 
Rent 
Ay 
Reporting 
eB\ES 
Request 
Una | 93 
Rice 
eu 
Room 
a 
Rotten, spoiled, bad 
oA 
Search 
Security 
Capial 
Seem, sound 
Cadi a gles 
Seller 
did g 98 
Send 
OLS Oy 
Send a package 
OLS dey 
Serious, hard 
as 
Service, help, assistance 
Cuts 
Serving (for food) 
Sips SK 
Shaami kebab 
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Share 
Or Sa pi 
Shopkeeper 
Ais 93 
Sightseeing places 
ity GUE 
Sister, polite term for calling a lady 
prey) 
Size 
05) 
Sound 
JN) 
Spinach 
CR on 
Start (a vehicle or device) 
OUS OYE 
Stew 
Aa 
Still 
ila & 
Straight 
ii 
Stroll, to tour 
O45 I> 
Sweat 
OLS GS 
Talk, discussion 
ae 
Tall buildings 
Jjia ails 
Tasty 
Jia oj 
Taxi driver 
Co) get 
Teahouse 
Go) ghansi/ cl glans), Als 
Tenant 
Contd 44) 4S 
Tent 
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Thank you (informal) 


That’s a good idea. 
cai) GS gd 
That’s right 
Cui) qm 
This time 
4244 Cyl 
This way 
ib os 5) 
Title used for a diver 
ails 
Toilet 
itl 
Tomato 
wg) OL 
Totally 
Totally, completely 
Traditional medicine 
cilia oly 
Traditional stew 
Travel agent 
tiled gale 
Trip 
jus 
Trouble, pain 
its a 
Try 
OAS ted 9S 
Turn 
OH 94 
Type, kind 
aby «al 
Urgent, emergency 
Jalc 


Usually 
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Vacation 
ee 
Visit 
Or 
Waiter 
Cail) gay 3 Sle 
War 
é ry s 
Weekend, holiday 
und) 
Well-done 
Onl 
Wet 
sz 
Where 
las 
Windy 
oak 
With difficulty 
Suda 4 
You are welcome 
cots Guad 
Youth/ youngsters 
OUI 9 
Package 
Aly 
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